Serving family history of the Livermore, Pleasanton and
southeastern portion of Alameda County, in the beautiful San
Francisco Bay Area of California

Livermore-Amador Genealogical Society P.O. Box 901, Livermore, California 94551
Web: http://www.L-AGS.org
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/Livermore.Amador.Genealogical.Society/
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1142643925760388/

Renewal Time!

It’s time to renew your L-AGS membership and we’ve made it easy by creating a form
and allowing payment via PayPal. If PayPal isn't your thing, there are other options.
Visit this page of our website to learn more:

https://www.l-ags.org/application.html

General Meeting: Travel Your Tree: Where Ancestry Meets Adventure
With: Lisa M. Vogele

Date: Monday, January 12, 2026 7:00 p.m. (Zoom chat starts at 6:30 p.m.)

Location: via Zoom- Preregister via ZOOM below:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/register/t POoa5aQ2-hl2p5z2r1dQ

Chair: Program Chair, mailto:program@L-AGS.org
Cost: No Charge - Visitors welcome
Details: Please see page 2

Other Special Interest Groups and Meetings

Fourth Friday Finds Board Meeting

Topic: Genealogy Friends and Finds Date: Wednesday, January 20, 2026
Join virtually to delve into family history at 7:00 p.m.

stories, finds, and resources. Location: Contact Chair for the Link
Date: Friday, January 23, 2026 Chair: Program Chair,

Location: Virtual via Zoom. Email Chair for mailto:program@L-AGS.org

Zoom invite.

Chair: Debbie Mascot,

mailto:bulletin.manager@l-AGS.org @)
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General Meeting: Travel Your Tree: Where Ancestry Meets Adventure

With: Lisa M. Vogele

Explore the world of family history travel beyond the confines of television
shows like Finding Your Roots. Discover how you can personally trace your
ancestors' paths, whether it's visiting battlefields where your forebears fought,
exploring ancestral villages, or connecting with distant relatives. Join us to
uncover expert tips for planning your journey and forging meaningful
connections along the way.

Lisa Vogele is a professional genealogist and Certified Travel Associate (CTA).
She is the Chief Tree Climber at Travel Your Tree: Where Ancestry Meets
Adventure, a European family history research, travel planning, custom tour &
genealogy research tour operator specializing in Italy & Ireland. Lisa is
passionate about traveling in the footsteps of your ancestors to make or re-
establish connections of personal, historical significance.

In March 2025, Lisa was named the inaugural recipient of the Association of
Professional Genealogists (APG) Fellowship. She is the author of Food &
Folklore: A Year of Italian Festivals, a guidebook to assist travelers with
incorporating heritage festivals into their itineraries, get off the beaten path,
and experience local culture through food and historic events. She is a member
of the Association of Professional Genealogists (APG), earned a Certificate in
Genealogical Research from Boston University in 2019 and a Certified Travel
Associate (CTA) credential. Her travel tips have been featured in the Huffington
Post, 1000TravelTips.com, and Dream of Italy. She holds a master's degree from
Clemson University, was raised in Connecticut, and resides in Colorado.

Follow Lisa’s travels and discoveries: @travelyourtree on Instagram and
Facebook.

For additional information contact: Tom Mathews, Program Chairperson, email:
program@L-AGS.org

Date: Monday, January 12, 2026,
7:00 p.m. (Zoom starts at 6:30
p.m.)

Location: via Zoom- Preregister
via ZOOM below:
https://usO6web.zoom.us/meeting/re
gister/tZYsduiorjgsGO9HuhQRKgpaR5N
h3fb9Y91tW

Chair: Program Chair,
mailto:program@L-AGS.org
Cost: No Charge - Visitors
welcome

Topics of Future General Meetings
Month Topic Presenter
February 2026 Online Resources for Researching Scott Norrick
British Ancestry
March 2026 Finding Your American Ancestor Kathryn Lake Hogan
Using Canadian Records
April 2026 Genetic Genealogy Case Studies Dawn Kosmakos
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Board Meeting Summary- December 2, 2025

With our President needing to step down, the L-AGS board is in nheed of hew members! As an honorary
board member, I (Debbie Mascot) can personally tell you that we have a ton of fun together and would
love YOU (yes, you) to join us!

The next Board Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 20, 2026.

Research Locations

Livermore California FamilySearch Center

Location: 950 Mocho Street, Livermore, California

Phone: (925) 443-2750

Web: https://locations.familysearch.org/en/us/ca/livermore/950-mocho-
st?gp=Livermore%2C+California%2C+United+States&lat=37.682028&Ing=-121.76837&r=50

Special Notes: The entrance is in the front of the building on the right—there is a sign on
the door. If the parking in front of the building is full, there is a large parking lot in the
rear of the building.

Pleasanton Genealogy Center

Location: 400 Old Bernal Avenue, Pleasanton, California

Email: docents.chair@L-AGS.org for appointment with docent

Special Notes: The Pleasanton Genealogy Center, jointly supported by L-AGS, the Friends
of the Pleasanton Library, and the Pleasanton Public Library, contains the largest collection
of genealogy books, CDs and online databases in the Tri-Valley. Access to Ancestry.com
(Library-edition) and Heritage Quest (also available at home with your library card)

L-AGS Leadership

We need volunteers to serve on the board for the coming year. If you are interested in
helping L-AGS continue to serve the community, please consider serving on the board.
The duties are fairly light and can take up as little as a couple hours a month. The open
positions are:

President

Program Chair

Membership Chair

Corresponding Secretary

Recording Secretary

Board Member at Large (3 positions)
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L-AGS Membership

Thank you to our Members, Benefactors and Patrons for the continued support of L-AGS.
Patrons (Contribute $100 above and beyond the Household Membership Level)

Matthew Berry

Annette Breingan

Pennie Clouser

Richard and Wanda Finn

Julie Lui

Thomas and Natasha Mathews

Peggy Webber

Benefactors (Contribute $40 above and beyond the Household Membership Level)
Denise Barr
Sue and Greg Davis
Linda Driver and Walt Crawford
Linda Hoffman
Catherine Johnson
Ileen J. Peterson
Nancy Rodrigue
Felica M. Ziomek

L-AGS Members 72 active memberships



What is ChatGPT Good for?!?

By Debbie Mascot

I asked ChatGPT to write a poem for a newsletter about genealogy and New Year’s Day.
Here it is, with my own edits (because ChatGPT got some things kinda wonky).

Roots Through the Turning Year

On New Year’s Day, the clock stands still
for just a breath of gleaming light—

we hold the past within our hands,

and greet the future, clear and bright.

The names we trace through faded ink,
the stories whispered, saved, and told,
become the threads that stitch our hearts
to those who came in years of old.

A census line, a weathered stone,

a letter creased with time-worn care—
each clue a lantern on the path,

each memory a prayer.

We walk beside our pioneers,

their hopes and trials intertwined;
their echoes guide our searching steps,
their courage steadying our minds.

And as the calendar turns anew,

we honor every path they paved—

for every life we learn and keep

is one more love, remembered... saved.

So here’s to roots that hold us fast,

and branches reaching toward the sky—
to stories waiting to be found,

and all the questions yet to try.

This year, we’ll keep the flame alight—
with gratitude for those before,

and joy for every precious name

we bring back through the door.



